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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan. and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING INDUSTRY,
ROYAL COMMISSION.

Hou. JJ. CORNELL asked the Colonial
Secrctary: 1, Do the Governmeut propose
to give effect to the following remarks,
contained in the Govermor’s Speech of
24tk July of this year, viz.:.— ‘It is pro-
posed to appoint a Royal Commission to
consider conditions affecting the mining
industry, and make recommendations with
a view to improvementsi'’ 2, If ao,
when ¢

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
1 and 2, Negotiations have been proceed-
ing for months past, and it iz anticipated
that finality will be reached within a few
days.

PRIVILEGE—LATE F. W. LAWSON.
Hon. A. Lovekin and Mr. George, ML 4.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[4.33] : Standing Order 106 provides that
when a matter or question directly econ-
cerning the privileges of the Counecil or
any committee or member thereof has
arisen since the last sitting of the Couneil,
& motion may be made, ete. I do not pro-
pose tn take up the time of the House by
making anything more than a formal
motion under that Standing Order. I Jlo
think, however, T ought to draw attention
to what seems to me one of the most
despicable acts that in a long course of
years I have ever heard of. Members
know that the late Engineer for the
Metropolitan Water Works came to an
untlmely end about a fortnight ago. Fol-
lowing upon that an inquest was held, and
aecording to the report of that inguest it
appears that a member of another place
went ont of his way to attend the inguest,
to ask permigsion te put questions to one
of the witnesses. who apparently was
very loth to answer them in the eircum-
stances, with a view to trying to connect
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me with having contributed to the cause
of the death by something which he him-
gelt admitted was of ancient origan. I
must, if you will pardon me, read a short
portinn of that evidence to show members
the nature of what was put up. I must
preface the reading of this by saying that
the whele thing is quite untrue and not
warranted. When {he evidence was con-
cluded Mr. George asked permission to ask
the witness, who was the father-in-law of
the deceased, a few questions. When he
was given permission to do so he proceeded
in this way—

Mr, George: Did Mr. Lawson discuss
with you tbe proceedings being held at
Parliament House?—TYes. Every day.

And did he express any opinion as to
the treatment he had been receiving
from the members?¥—Yes, but I don't
remember just what he said,

Did he make any reference to any
particular member of the Commission?
—1I don’t remember,

Did he make any reference to any
papers?—No. He said the papers were
very fair except the ‘*Sunday Times.’”
He took exception to the comparisons
that were untrue.

Did he mention Mr. Lovekin?—VYes.
He frequently méntjoned Mr. Lovekin’s
name in discussing the committee of
inguiry,

Did he ever refer to an ancient
quarrel with Mr, Lovekin?—Yes; now
you remind me, he did speak of a
guarrel,

Was he regretfully sorry or bitfer in
bis remarks about Mr. Lovekin¥—(Wit-
ness did not reply to this question).

Did he say something about beating
him in a law case about £1001—Yes. He
said Mr. Lovekin had never rorgiven
him for beating bim in 2 law case about
£100.

He did say something about he beat
him in a law case about £100%—VYes.
Something like that, row you refresh my
memory, Ha mentmned Mr. Lovekin
on several occasions with reference to
the Commission,

Mr. George was proceeding to ask further
questions when Mr. Leake, who appeared
for the widow, interjected that the evi-
dence bad no bearing on the inquiry, and
that the witness had not been called for
that purpose. Mr. George had heen called
to pive evidence of identification. 1 do
not propose to go into the details, but
there was & question that arose in the
year 1915 over a som of £100. The full
details appear on the papers T have ob-
tained from the solicitors this morning.
[ have the file here. Ii appears that Mr.
Lawson isgued a writ against tbe pro-
prietors of the ‘/Daily News’’ concerning
a parsgraph, whkich is shown on the fil=
In the ordinary course of events Mr.
Pilkington, K.C., put in a defence for nx,
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und in the usual way paid £100 into court,
as lawyers always do in a libel case. This
is the means by which costs are saved if
it s0 happens that a gmall verdict is given
against one. This was done in the ordiu-
ary way, and subsequently Mr. Lawson
drew the £100 out of courl and eaid he
was satisfied. He paid our solicitors our
costs after we had paid in the £100. It
is concerning that that it is suggested I
had borne ill-will againet this uwnfortunate
man over so long a period, and that I
had it wrapped up in my breast to have
vengeance upon him before the select
committee. 1 had indeed forgottem all
about the circumstances, and could not
have related the facts until I obtained the
papers. If I had had an equal oppertunity
with Mr, George at the inquest I could
have shown that not only was there no
harbouring of malice against this unfortu-
pate man, but that since the period men-
tiened I had been a friend to him and had
heolped him. The last words Mr. Lawson
used sfter leaving the select committes,
when I asked him to lunch—this
does not show any ill-feeling, for he
had had Junch with us two or three
times before—were that he bhad mo
complaint to make against the committee,
and that we had all treated him very fairly.
He could not stop to lunch that day because
he said he felt ill and had te go away.
Other members of the committee will bear
this out. Upon this it is suggested by
Mr, George in the public Press that I had
borne malice against Mr. Lawson. The
whole thing was s¢ uncalled for. Mr.
George had no right to be present at the
inquast. Ha weng out of hizs way to eatechise
the unfortunate father-in-law with a view
to leading the public to believe that T had
been a party contributing towards Mr,
Lawson’s death. I do not wish to say any
more, but under the Standing Order I have
quoted I move—

That these papers do lic upon the Table
of the House.

The papers will then be there for anyone
to read them.

Question put and passed,

STTTINGS, ADDITIONAL HOURS AND
DAYS.

The COLONYAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Clentral) [4.42]: T move—

That during the month of December
the Council ghall meet for the despatch
of business on Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday in each week at
8 p.m.

Before tabling this motion I consulted mem-
hers, whom I found in accord with the
step I proposed. It is my intention, if the
motion is carried not to sit later than 10
a’elock in the evening. I think we shall
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then be in a much better frame of mind
to continue business on the following day.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban {443): It would be as well if we
reminded the Leader of the House, as we
did Mr. Colebateh ou 2 similay oeccasion,
wlhen he was asking us to pass a motion of
this kind, that the additional gittings are
for the purpose of clearing up the Notice
Paper. That being so, it ¢can be taken for
granted, and I hope the Leader of the
House will give us that assurance, that no
new measures will be introduced during the
remainder of the session. The Minister will
understand that business men have to make
some sacrifice to meet at 3 o’clock in the
afternoon, and to continue sitting on Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. It
is with the object of assisting the Leader
of the House to clear up the Notice Iaper
that we are prepared to make this sacrifice,
I hope he will be able to assure us that
ne new Bills will be introduced for the re-
mainder of the session, if be wishes to clear
up the business paper before Christmas.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.44}: I
eannot subseribe to what Mr. Duffell is
advocating, for he is asking an impossibility
of the Minister. The Leader of the House
is only representing the Government in this
Chambaer,

Hon. J. Duffell: Thia House refused to
give Mr. Colebatch permission to introduce
new business after such a motion bhad been
passed.

Hon, J. CORNELL: If the Government
as represented in another place send meas-
ures to us the Minister is ir duty bound to
submit them,

Hon. J. Duffell: We agreed to that. I
refer to business emanating from this Cham-
ber. :

Hon, J. CORNELL: It would be new
business if it came from another place.

Hon. J. Duffell: Not from this Chamber.

Hon. J. CORNELL: What does the hon.
member term ‘‘new business,’’

Hon. J. Duffell: It will be remembered
that Mr. Colebatch asked the leave of the
House to introduce a Bill at a time when
we liad partly cleaned up the Notice Paper,
and the House refused permission. It is
to that I am referring, not to anything
emanating from another Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: What you mean, I
take it, is that no fresh Bills are to be in-
troduced in this Chamber, but that we can
deal with measgnres coming from another
place.

Hon, J. Duffell: No rew Bills should
be introduced in this Chamber to be sent
on to another place for their consideration,

The PRESTDENT: That is what I said.

Hon, J. Duffell: I 4id not cateh your
remarx.

The PRESIDENT: Of course wa have to
deal with measures that are sent to us from
another place.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: In view of Mr.
Duffell’s explanation we now understand
what he meant. We do not wish to commit
the Minister to anything definite. The busi-
pess in this Chamber is in our own hands.
It is within my recollection that on omne
oceasion wo refused to wmake this conces-
sion to Mr. Colebatch when, as Leader of
the House, he asked leave to introduce a
Bill in the circumstances that have been
indicated. It would be better to adopt that
course than to attempt to bind the Minister
down to something definite now, Circum-
stances may arise that will make it neces-
sary for the Minister to introduce new busi.
ness. If he does so we are the judges as to
whether we shall permit it to be done or
refuse the permission if in our opinjon the
circumstances do not warrant the introdue-
tion of that new business. I do not sub-
seribe fo the references to the sacrifices that
have to be made by members. I recognise
the duties attached to my position.

The PRESIDENT: There are no condi-
tions attaeched to the motion,

Hon. J, Duffell: Nona'whatever.

Hon, H, STEWART (South-Fast) [4.47]:
As one of the country members who will be
affected by the motion, T would prefer
to sit at an earlier hour on Friday, thus
enabling the Honge to adjourn at a time
that would permit of country members
catching their trains. My own domestic
arrangements arg guch that I shall not be
able te be present on Friday evenings, but
that i3 a personal matier and cannot in-
fluence the position. 1 am prepared to
devote any hours that may be decided wpon
betwesn Tuesday morning and 3 pm. on
Friday, whether it be necessary to sit after
Christmas or not. The work- to be done
ghould he attended to properly, and I am
prepared to sit ms long as is necessary in
order that cur work may stand the test of
time snd that it may not be rushed through
during the e¢oncluding stages of the session.
I will support any mave in the direetion of
gitting earlier on Friday and adjourning at
3 p.m. tha: day.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES ({North) [4.49]: 1
weleome the ehange proposed by the Leader
of the House. What I am concerned about
is late sittings towards the end of the ses-
eion, when business is rushed through at
an hour when we cannot give adequate at-
tention to it. That is not from any
desire to shirk responsibility, but merely
on ascount of the fact that there Is
a limit to our espacity. If the Miniater
desiros to finish up the session before
Christmas, T urge upon him not to overload
the hnsiness parer. I am prepared to do
all that is possible between the hours ot
3 pm. and 10 p.m., or even to sit earlier
on Fridays and te adjourn at an earlier
hour as suggested by Mr, Stewart. If we
are to be overloaded with legislation addi-
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tional to that which appears on the Notice
Pagper now, the task will be too much to
expect us to conclude the session before
Christmas. To pat & limit on the Bills
to be introduced, as has been suggested,
would not be right. However, I ask the
Leader of the House, if he desires to finish
before Christmas, to see that the Govern-
ment do not introduce any more conten-
tious legislation here or in the Legislative
Assembly, Such legislation might take us
over the Christmag period and on into the
new year.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hou. J.
M. Drew—Central—in reply) [4.51]: I cer-
tainly c¢annot give the assurance desired
by Mr. Duffell, There are several Bills be-
fore the Assembly now.

Hon. J. Duffell: T am not referring to
them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A Bill
dealing with loeal option is to be brought
down.

Hon, J, Duffell:
that here?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 can.
not say; T have had no instructions regard.
ing that matter. Apart from the Bills be-
fore the Legislative Assembly now, the only
Bills to be introduced, so far as I am aware,
are the Land Tax and Ineome Tax Bill
and the Local Option Bill. I have not in-
quired whether the Government intend to
introduce any further measures. For my
own part, I do not welcome much additionsl
fegiglation. I am in a far worse position
than are hon. members and if the burden
of legislation is increased much beyond the
present stage, I shall not be able to handle
it intelligently. It would be impossible for
e to do s0 and the very fact that I am ask-
ing the House to sit earlier is some indica-
tion that I shall be able to deal with the
legislation that will come before the House.

You are not to introduce

Question put and passed.

CONDUCT OF DEBATES.
Remarks by tha Prasident.

The PRESIDENT [4.53]: There iz a
matter to which I desire to refer. I have
noticed during the debates that there i3 a
great tendency on the part of members to
refer to other hon. members as ‘‘my hom.
friend’? or ‘‘the hon. gentleman.’’ However
much hon. members may be entitled to those
desipnations, it is neither customary nor
Parliamentary te make use of snch refer-
ences. To my mind there are three ways
in which references may be made to hon.
members. One i3 ’the hon member,?’ who,
probahly, has just sat down; another 1s
f*the hon. member Mr, Ho.and-so,’’ while
the third is ‘"the hon. member for the West
Province,’’ ar whatever place he may he
representing.
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Hon, J. Cornell: When it comes to a
chorus what shall we say?

The PRESTDENT: I wish to draw at.
tention to this matter, becavse when strang-
ers corme here and sit on the floor of the
Chamber or elsewhere, they should not be al-
lowed to think that we are ignorant of the
customary and, I might almost say, the
elementary rules of debate. I wish to point
;c)hat out for the informaion of hon. mem-

ers.

BILL—INSPECTION OF
SCAFFOLDING.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Reod a third time and transmitted to the
Agzembly,

BILL—ALBANY LOAN VALIDATION.
Second Reading.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. J.
W. Hickey—Central) [4.56]: The Bill is a
short one and provides for the validating
of & loan reecently floated by the Albany
Municipal Council. Some time ago the
council raised a loan of £3,000 for the re-
consiruction of certain streets and for ad-
ditions to the municipal crushing plant.
They duly eomplied with the Act regarding
the necessary advertisements and they also
held a referendum. They proceeded, how-
ever, with part of the work in anticipation
of the loan being raised. At the instance
of their lawyers, the bank concerned pointed
out that the ferms of the Aect had not been
strietly complied with., It is in order to
overcome the difficulty and validate the lean
that the Bill is necessary. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. A, BURVILL (South-East) [4.58]:
I aupport the Bill. Tt is necessary merely
to overcome an irregularity. I lmow noth-
ing about the matter officially. In faet,
there is what I regard as a second irregu-
larity about the question, and that is that,
80 far as T am aware, the members for the
district either in this Chamber or in the
Assembly, have not been notified regarding
the necessitv for the Bill

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed throngh Committee with de-
hate; reported without amendment and the
report adopted.
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BILL—PREMIUM BONDS,
Second Reading.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN (Maetropolitan)
[3.3] in moving the second reading said:
I will take np g little time ag I can in mov-
ing the second reading of this Bill. I do net
propose to go into the ethicsa of gambling,
as we have had a very full discussion on
that subject and I think we quite understand
the various viewpoints. I may be permitted
to read three or four lines written in the
period of James on the subject of gambl-
ing, because they fit appropriately just
now—

I cannot atiribute it (gambling) to the
principle of mere avarice of money, though
in most I fear it is g0, but rather think the
contingency of winning and losing and
the expectations therefrom are diverting.
T eonceivo there would be no pleasure, pro-
perly so called, if a man were sure of
winning always. It is the reeconciling un-
certainty of our desires that creates the
satisfaction.

T think that applies to all of us, even when
we play a harmless game of bridge. The
Bill T am submitting will permit of the
sale of preminom bonds on the Starr Bow-
kett system. ‘‘Premium bonds’’ is a term
that is synonymovs with many others, not-
ably ‘‘Tontine bonds,’’ which have heen is-
sued from time immemorial in various
forms, one of the earlieat being an attempt
to raise 25 milliona for the French ea-
chequer by means of an association, the
great prize going to the longest liver. Each
share cost £300 and the subscribers were
divided into 10 classes. In each class there
was 2 drawing avery year. This had the
support of no less a personage than Cardinal
Mazarin, In connmection with one of these
isgues the sole survivor drew an income of
£73,500 o year as the result of his inveet-
ment ¢f £300. I am not proposing anything
of that kind. I have tried in the Bill rather
to modify the general premium bonds system
s0 as to provide not for a lottery, or a
chance, or gambling in the ordinary sense
of the word, but for an investment. By
gambling T mean the practice of playing for

a maovey stake,
Hon. T. Moore: It is a sort of shandy-
gaff,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I am transferring
this from the gambling aspect to the invest-
ment aspect, and that will appear to mem
bers as I proceed. In the first place ome
must look at the existing pesition of things
in the State. As I said the other might, our
hospitals and charitable institutions are in
very great need of financial assistance. The
State kas a huge deficit and still requires
more money. Next we have the taxpayers
groaning under such a burden that they are
unable to develop their businessez and eo
ereate further employment and prosperity.
We have this factor, too, that although the



2018

State may he in a position to borrow monex
in London 1o: necessary public works and
other purposes, the premium at the present
time ¢n sending money from London to Aus-
tralia ia s0 high that the money cannot be
transferred except with great difficulty.
Further than that there is an insufficiency
of local money available to meet State needs.
In these circumstances, it seems to me we
ought to try to meet the position, especi-
ally when we find that tems of thousands,
indeed hundreds of thousands of pounds ar:
going out of the State every year for im-
vestment in Tattersall’s sweeps and the
lotteries in Caleutta, and in various other
places, where people are inveterate gamblers,
and where apparently they have money to
burn. Tt eerms to me that we ought to
take the opportunity, if we can possibly do
g0, to divert that money into our own
channels, so that it may bhe used for ounr
needs. Hon. members are against gambling
by putting in £1 and drawing for a prize,
and the matter ending there. I have no
complaint agsinst them on that score, and
especially when it i3 suggested that money
should be raised for our hospitals and charit-
able instituticns by those means. I have ha«
the premium bonds secheme in mind for
geveral vears, in the lope of being able
some day to divert in our direction the
waste money which now flows elsewhere.
Members will see that the Bill accomplishes
what T have in view. In order to divert tha*
money we must, as Dr, 8aw has said, find
¢tp bhetter ’‘ole.’’ T believe the Bill will do
that. We can find “‘a better ’ole’’ than Tat-
tersall’s. Tattersall’s has a reputation and
depends for its success upon the scrupulous
condunt of its consultations, If we ara to
gucceed in any of our proposals, we must
find something that will successfully com-
pete with Tattersall’s, It ia perfectly truve
that under the Bill the prizes cannot be as
much as those offered by Tattersall’s, but,
on the other hand, there will be many more
chances. Im Tntiersall’s there is one chance,
after the money has been invested, and
that is the end of it. Tnder the scheme T am
propounding, & person will have from 60
to 80 chances of getting a prize, though the
prizes may mot be aa large as those given
by Tattersall’s, and at the end of o neriod
—this shows there is no pambling about i
—the investor will get the amount he has
invested returned to him intact. In other
words, all he can lose under this scheme is
his interest, and when he loses that he haa
the satisfaction, first of knowing that half
of the interest has gone to the charitable in-
gtitutions, and he will know also that he has
been tbe means of providing money for the
Treasnry, which needs it, Another point .
wish 70 mention, and this i3 where the wesk-
ness lies, is the fact that premium bonds will
not produze very much money in the first
few years. Th2 reasen is that we are com-
cerned with the interest only, whereas
in the other propositions the whole of the
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principal is dealt with. Therctore we ean-
not expeet to get as much from the interest
per centage as would be the case with the
principal. Knowing as I do the succers that
hag followed the prewinm bouds scheme in
other places, I am sgati~fied that if I had
the handling of the proposal, T should, iv
the course of five or six years, have no less
than four or five million pounds invested in
it. 1In conmection with an ordinary lottery
you put your £1 in; the lottery is drawn
and that is the end of it; you bave to begin
again. TUnder the premium bonds scheme
the £1 that is invested is like the snowball,
it is always there; others come along and
add to it. So it proceeds and, like the snow-
bali, becomes of big dimensions in the space
of a few years. The French and Germans
and others are constantly promotfing these
lotteries., I could furnish hon. members with
gome data but for the fact that I handeu
the papers I possessed to the Honorary Min-
ister in another place, who introduced the
Lotteries Bill there. I know from my own
knowledge that in places like Amiens and
Brussels, they promote the premium bonds
scheme on lines different from those fore-
shadowed in the Bill. They issue these
bonds at & low rate of intercst, and they
draw for the interest that is paid. The
municipality thus gets its money at a low
rate. As an example, suppose the value
of money at the time is five per cent.; then
the municipality would pay three per cenmt..
on the bonds, and would hold drawinga for
it. Theso bonds are very popular. Interest
at five per cent. on £1 is 1s. per year, which
is not worth any man’s while to collect;
but be may, by leaving it in the pool, draw
a prize of some value to him, This moraing
I have received a letter stating—

Tt is with satisfaction T note that you
are proposing to introduce a premium
bonds scheme, I know that the Liverpool
agent, Mr. Mason, does & very large busi-
ness in connection with these issues, The
agents are paid on a commission basis,
similar to brokers’ commissions on
ordinary Government honds. Western
Australia eonld easily inaugurate this

svstem, provided that agents were
appointed in different towns of the
State.

That, of eourse, would he dane by the hoarl
which I propose under the Bill, The hoard
would have to orrange the business. 1
think that if we give the scheme a few
years, we shall have 8 permanent and steady
income for charities, although during the
first year or two, while we are breaking the
ground, the results will not be very great.

Hon. J. Duffell: Can you give us some
idea of what would be obtained in three
years’ time?

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: Tf T had the organ-
isation of the echemes wmyself, in four or
five vears’ time I would have four or five
millions nf money in it, becanse T would ex:
ploit the places wherea money is available
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and where the people like their Kttle flut-
ters—where there is plenty of waste money.
There is, in fact, plenty of waste money
here, but not enough for my scheme, How-
ever, such a scheme would draw meney from
all parts of the world. Members of the
House of Commons have sent to me to get
tickets for them in Tattersall’s; and I am
perfeetly certain that amyone who would
take o ticket in Tattersall’s would take =
premium bond. And there are the vast
hordes in the East who put hundreds of
thousands of pounds inte sweeps, They
would come into a seheme like this, in which
they cannot lose their money, and in whieh
they would have GQ or 80 chuaness of win-
ning a substantial prize during the 30 or
46 years' eurrency of the bonds. The
money would vome in in considerable
amounts as soon as the scheme became
known.

Hon. T Stewart: How much are sub-
seribers likely to get at a drawing?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: It depends upon
the awount of bends subseribed. If there
are £100 worth of bonds, the subseribers
would get only a few pounds at a drawing;
if there are a million pounds’ worth of
bonds sobscribed, the subscribers would get
£30,000 or £40,000 at a drawing., The prizes
would vary from year to year, as the pool
progressed.  The Bill provides that the
money shall be invested only in British or
Dominion or State bonds. We shall have
the use of the money, and if we can prevent
the money from going out to Tasmania or
Caleutta, we shall have done u very good
thing. On the other hand we shall not he
injuring the morals of the people by in-
angurating a hetting scheme. [ have spoken
to gquite a nmmber of clergymen regarding
the proposal, and all of them have told me
they see no ghjeetion to the schewe, heeaus:
it is in the nature of an investment and not
in the natore of gambling—the capital
being always intact. If a man wants the
pound he has put in, he ean dispose of his
bond to the next man and get the pound.
Here T have some lottery tickets I received
this morning, tickets in the Gosford art
union. I lbave wo idea what it 1s. I pet
dozens and dozens of these things, and T
suppose other members get them too. T am
asked to po around and sell these tickets,
but [ unever keep one for myself.
If the lottery is for a good charity, I gen-
erally seud hack the price of the tickets,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Doces the hon. mem-
bher ever win a prize?

Ten. A, LOYEKIN: T never have the
tickets; T put them below. In my opinion,
the man who invests his meney in a sweep
like that should have his head read, be-
caase the ehances are wtterly against him,
Whilst T would net put a pound into
Tatter=all's, T would put two or three
hundred pounds inte the preminom honds
scheme straight away, beeanse T 1look
upon it in this way, that every vear T have
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to give so much to hospitals, and so much
to charities, and that I shall be giving the
bospitals and charities something which is
permanent if 1 invest a few hundred pounds
in the premiom bond scheme. We know
that half the interest will go to hospitals
and eharities, and we know that the State
will get the use of the money, and, further,
we know there will be 40 per cent. of the
interest distributed in prizes which the sub-
scribers may sueceed in winning,

Hon, J. J. Holmes: If your scheme is to
suceced, you must probibit the sale of all
other loftery tickets.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I am coming to
that, The scheme proposed by the Bill is
this: First of all there is a Loard to be
appoeinted, Tnstead of a Minister, as under
the Government Bill, who had the sole con-
trol and distribution of the funds, vnder my
Bill a hoard of five persons will be ap-
pointed for that purpese, and the Bill pro-
vides that onc of these persons shall be the
Under Treasurer. I am not weilded to that
suggestion, I put in the Under Treasuver
because 1 wanted to make sure that people
would have confidence in everything being
fair and above hoard. The board, having
heen appointed, may issue certificates to the
value of not less than £1 cach to any per-
son who desires to take a bond: and anv
person who puts in his poind is deemed to
have invested during the whole term of the
bond nivehased with that pound, so that he
camnof interfere with the scheme Ly calling
for his mouey. If he wants his money back
mmediately he must sell his eertificate fo
somebody else.  Whenever the proeceds of
the certificates, the issue of which wonld
hegin almost immediately, reached the sum
of £500~-T put £500 so that money will not
be kept in hand—ihat sum of £500 shali
be invested in British Government honds, or
British Dominion Londs, or State honds. I
expeet the board woull be prejudiced in
favour of buying State bonds. My reason
for including the other two deseriy tions of
bonds is that Western Australin might pos-
sibly have a niggardly Treasurer, who, it
the board were limited to investment in
State bonds, might refuse to pay more than
3 ar 4 per cent. inferest. The board would
reecive the interest on  the honds they
Lought, 2tnd they would have to apply it in
this way: Fifty per eent. of the interest
would go to the sapport and maintenance of
siieh hospitals and charitable jnstitutions
within the State as the Gowernor may ap-
prove. Forty per cent. would he used to-
wards making provision for interest for sub-
seribers.  There is a proviso that the hoard
in their diseretion, in lien of making pay-
ments o individual subseribers, may con-
solidate the amounts so due, and caunse the
same to be drawn for by lot in sueh smms 28
the board may from time to time determine.
That is, the board, instead of paying away
the interest derivable from these seenrities,
half to tiospitals and charities and half to
subséribers, may pool the 50 per cent. jay-
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alle to the subseribers, less 10 per cent,
for expenses, and distribute it by ballot in
such prizes as the board may determine ac-
cording to the amount in the pool. I con-
sider that 10 per cent. for expenses is quite
suhiicient, becanse Tattersall’s do very well
on 10 per ecent. while spending a huge
amount in advertising.

Member: Weren’t we told that the
Golden Casket expenses were only 5.6 per
cent,?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Yes. We shall want
som¢ money for advertising this scheme.
There are machinery clavses—one provid-
ing that when a drawing takes place, every-
one shall be deemed to have received his
interest. Clause 8 stipulates—

Should any subseriber be successful in
drawing a sum in execess of the £1 sub-
seribed by him plus £4 as acerued in-
terest, be shall not further partiecipate in
any drawing and shall be dcemed to have
heen repajd his prineipal sum together
with all acerued or prospective interest
thereon. The principal sum shall there-
upon vest in the board and shall be added
to its interest receipts at the next fol-
lowing period.

Whenever a subseriber draws a £5 prize,
he is taken to have received his principal
back and also his interest, and the certificate
then reverts to the board, and is used to
augment the interest at the next drawing.
Should any subscriber be unsuccessful in
drawing any prize during the curreney of
his investment, Lut not later than 40 years
—that stipulation prevents the board from
investing for more than 40 years—he shall
be entitled, on demand, to repayment in full,
but without any interest. If within three
vears the intercst is not claimed it goes
baek to the pool. Clause 13 provides that
any bonds purchased by or on hebalf of
the hoard shall be lodged with the Treas.
urer for safe custody. Clause 14 provides
that within 30 days after a drawing has
been held the board shall distribute amongst
approved hospitals and charitable institu-
tions such sums and in such proportions as
in its discretion may seem to be most bene-
ficinl, having repgard to the whole State.
But there is n proviso that any approved
hospital or charitable institution that has
been instrumental in procuring subsecribers
ar in promoting the sale of certificates shall
bhe entitled on such distribution to a grant
equal to at least 50 per cent, of the full
interest. that hus aeerued to the board by
reason of such procuration of subseribers
or promotion of sale of eertificates. Then it
is provided that it shall be obligatory upon
every registered newspaper to publish, with-
out charge, the results of any drawing re-
ceived from the board. This will mean a

little free advertising for the scheme. As a
newspaper man, I say that these results
will be of distinct value to papers. The

newspapers will be receiving a good deal
of advertising for the scheme, and the least
we ean ask them to do is to publish the

[COUNCIL.}

results of the drawings, That can be re-
garded as their contribution to the scheme.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Have you consuited
the newspapers about this?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Xo, but I have been
so long connected with newspapers that I
have a pretty good idea of what is of news
value and what is mnot.

Hon. T. Moore: Do you not believe in
the freedom of the Press?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Certainly I do.
Clause 16 will meet with the approbation of
Mr. Holmes. It provides that it shall be
unfawful to purchase or sell any ticket in
a lottery or sweepstake promoted for the
distribution of money prizes.

Hon. J. A, Greig: Would you make any
exception in respect of trade unions?

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: I would make no
exception whatever, Ii is further provided
in the clause that it shall be unlawful to
be in possession of any such lottery ticket,
to be coneerned or connected with the draw-
ing of any such lottery or sweepstake, or
to take part or engage in the coilection of
moncy in any public street for any pur-
pose whatever. If the supporters of the
charitable institutions want to eolleet money
from people they will still be free to go to
the homes or offices of those people, but will
not be allowed to stand in the street and
bail up passers-by.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Does this Bill ap-
propriatc money?

Hon, A. LOVEKIX: No.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It distributes
money ?

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: Yes,

Hon. J, W, Kirwan: How can it distri-
bute money withont first appropriating
money ?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: This is not im-

poesing o burden on the people, nmor is it
appropriating money. 1t i3 merely for the
distribution of voluntary funds.

Hon. T. Moore: What ahout advertising
and other petty costs before the money
comes int

Hon, A, LOVEKIN:
that money out of ita 10 per cent. The
board must have some Qiscretion. Row-
ever, this has nothing whatever to do with
the Government.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Will the hon. mem-
ber justify the Bill in aceordance with See-
tion 46, Subscetion 8 of the Constitution?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: This has nothing
whatever to de with the appropriation of
money. It is a Bill to enable people to run
these lotteries and distribute the money.

Hon. J, W. Kirwan: How can the Gov-
ernment distribute money if they do not
flrast appropriate it?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: The Government
are not going to distribute the money. The
board wili do that.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: But the money
must be appropriated by someone on behalf
of the Crown.

The board will ind
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Hon. A. LOVEKIN: XNo, nothing of the
sort.  The Crown iy not in it. This is to
be an ordinary board, with power to sell
these certificates. And we say to the board,
““If you sell these certificates, you shall
«lispose of the interest thereon in a certain
way.’”? There iz nn appropriation of Gov-
ernment funds,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Where is the board
to find money for initial advertising?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That will be for
the beard. It is simply a matter of petty
-eash. There are plenty of people in the
community who will be prepared to lend
the board £10 or £100 to go on with before
the hoard sell some certificates. But the
Government have not to find a single six-
pence, nor have they to tax anybody.
Therefore the Bill is quite in order.

Hon. ). \J. Holmes: Are yon providing
that newspapers shall not publish Tatter-
satl’s advertisements announcing weekly
-ecammunication with Hobart?

Hon, A, LOVEKIXN: No. Hon. members
ean tighten up the Bill as wmueh as they
like without any objection Efrom me. The
more we tighten it up the better,

Hon, J. J. Holmes: It would be well
within the scope of the Bill to prohibit
newspapers from advertising Tattersall’s
sweeps.

Hon. J. W, Eirwan: Is the hon. member
proposing that money shall be raised but
gshall not bc within the custody of the
Crown?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That is so.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Does he know of
any similar Bill in this or in any other
State?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If in Commities
the hon, member asks me that question, T
shall be able to give him a definite reply.
[ have yet to learn that such a Bill has
heen introduced in any other State.

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: Tt means raising
money by Act of Parliament, yet the money
is not to be in the custody of the Crown.

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: We are not raising
money by Aet of Parliament. It will be a
voluntary act by those people who take up
bonds.

Hon, A. J. H, Saw: Who shoulders the
responsibility if the board defaults?

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: Who shoulders the
responsibility if the hon. member’s account-
ant rung off with his money? The same
risk applies in any business,

Hon. J. A. Greig: Will members of the
board he responsible if their treasurer runs
away with the money?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
vided for that.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You would require
to make them an incorporated bedy to meet
that objection.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: If the hon. mem-
ber were a memher of the board T do not
think T should trouble about insuring him,

I have not pro-
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for 1 would be prepared to give him the
keys ot my money Lox, However, I might
feel disposed to insore somebody eise. Still
that is a matter for the board. ’

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Are the French
Iremium boads run by a board or by the
Government? ’

Hpn_. A, LOVEKIN: Generallv by a
munieipality, 1 eannot distinguish” between
the honesty of a board administering a
wmeasure of this kind and the honesty of an-
other board sitting as a nnicipal council
or _the honesty of a number of Ministers
sitting as a Cabinet, There is ng difference.
[n all spheres of life ene must trust some-
bnd_v.,_-, so there is 1o real point in that con-
tention. Another clause that ought to sat-
isfy members is No. 17, which imposes upon
Hn’* Commissioner of Police for the time
being the duty of causing to be prosecuted
every person who, to his knowledge, hag
offended as against the provisions of Clause
16. We have eriminal codes and Jrolice Aets
and other laws, hut apparently the legisia-
ture has not ordered uny specific person to
give effect to those Acts, and 1 propose that
t!]e onus shall be placed upon the (‘ommis-
sioner of Police. Then if a Ministor goea
along und says, ‘‘ You wink at this lottery
or that lottery,”’ the Commissioner will be
able to say, ‘I cannot wink at it becavae
the legislature has imposed upon me the
duty of taking the neecessary steps.’’ The
concluding clanse in the Bill gives the
board power to make regulations for the
purposes of the Aet, with the approval of
the Governor. Similar regulations, made
under other Acts, have to be 1aid on the
Table of the House, and if they are mnot
satisfaetory, they mar be disallowed. I
hope members will give the Bill that meqs.
ore of comsideration which I think it gde.
serves. I move—

That the Bill be now vead a socond
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT,
In Commitiee,

Resumed from the previcus day. Hon. J.
W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Colonial See.
retary in charge of the Bill

Clause 7—Aequisition of land:

Hon. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
ment—
That after *“land’’ in paragraph (a)
of Subelause 3, the words ‘‘increased by
ten per cent’' ba ingerted.

My proposal is to adopt the method of com-
pensation lajd down in the New Zealand
Act.

The CHATRMAN: Has not Mr. Holmes
a prior amendment on the Notice Paper?
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I understand Mr.
Stewart’s amendment is similar to the pro-
vision in the New Zealand Act. Ir that is
8o, 1 am prepared to withdraw in his favour,

Hon. H, STEWART: My amendmeni is
in keepiug with the first proviso to the
ciause and will simplify the clamse. 1 have
eonferred with some other members, net
in a meeting, but in the lobby, and the gen.
eral impression ig that my proposal will give
better results,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I dv¢ not wish to
oppose the amendment, because Mr. Stewart
and Mr. Holmes probably know more about
this matter than I do, but 1 point out for
their consideration that the amendment wil)
limit the unimproved value of the land to
thai value plus 10 per cent., whereas the
proviso states that the amount at which the
unimproved value is assessed under the As-
sezsment Aet, with 10 per eent. added, shall
be prima facie evidenc: of the unimproved
value. If the reference to prima facie evi-
dence be retained, the owner might get more
than 10 per cent. In the interesta of the
owner whose land is to be resumed, the
words shovld be retained.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I should
like Mr. Stewart to explain his amendment
more fully. Provision is already made for
the addition of 10 per eent. to the unim-
proved value.

Hon, H, STEWART: I propose that the
vnimproved value sball be as laid down in
the Bill. A proviso sels out that the amount
at which the unimproved value is assessed
under the Assessment Aet of 1907, with 10
per cent. added, shall be prima facie evi-
denee  of the unimproved value. T do
not wish it to be left to chanee as to
what the owner shall get. In New Zea-
land, if the Goveroment want land for
settlement purposes, they can, if neces-
sary, compulsorily aecquire it, but they
leave the owner 400 acres of first elass
land and 1,500 aeres of second class land.
That land is unassailable. When the land
is thus taken compulsorily, the Govern.
ment say the owner is entitled to com-
pensation based on the unimproved value,
lus 10 per cent. The owner is then paid
ou the fair value of the improvements,
plas 2 per cent. on the total sum for dis.
turbance. That is a fair way of dealing
with the matter, and one that we might
well follow. It is not unreasonable to ask
that on an equitable definition of the un-
improved value the owner shoulidl get an
additional 10 per cent.

Hop. J. J. HOLMES: The least we can
ask is that the land owner in this State
should he placed in the same position as
the land owner in New Zealand, where
the population amounts to about one-
thirteenth of that of Western Australia.
Tn New Zealand a eertain area is reserved
for the owner, but here there is not re-
served to the owner even the burial place
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of his ancestors. There has been no valua-
tion of land in this State except by the
Taxation Department on the zome gystem.
The individual who accepts that valuation
is likely to be bard hit. The landowners
in certain zones were called upon to send
in returns showing the unimproved value
of their land, Some placed the value of
10s., some £1, and other 30s. an uere upon
it. The Taxation Department, I under-
stand, then created zoues, and without in-
specting the respective properties, adopted
a geueral unimproved value of £1 an aere.
That is all right for the man who placed
a value of 10s. an acre on his land, from
the point of view of resumption, but the
man who was prepared to pay tax on 3Us.
an acre has been brought down to £1 and
may bave his land takeu from him by the
Crown at that figure, plus 10 per cent. In
this respect the board may be misled as to
the meaning of adopting the taxation re-
turns as prima facie evidence as to value.
Dr. Saw thought it necessary to explain
to members the meaning of the term, and
this seems to snggest the advisability of
having somcone to explain it to the
board. I hope the Committec will follow
New Zealand in this matter. It must be
understood that the 10 per cent. applies to
the land and not to the improvements.

Hon. H. Stewart: That is se.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I can-
not see much objection to Mr. Stewart’s
amendment, but he wishes subsequently to
strike out the proviso. Mr. Holmes seems
to think that the Government would re-
sumne land for the amount appearing in the
assessment.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Bill says so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Nothing
of the kind. The assessment would merely
be the starting off point. Provision is
made for the owner of the land to go to
arbitration, but it devolves npon him to
prove that the land is worth more. The
Government can alse say that the assess-
nent ig too high, and the burden of proof -
would be upon them to show that it was
not worth the amount at which it was
agsessed.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Or vice versa.

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY:
is so.

That

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

Hon. J. EWING: The amendment ap-
peals to me because it assesses 10 per cent.
upon the fixed value which has to be
determined in the proper way on the un-
improved value. I understand the amend-
ment is taken from the New Zealand Act
and it seems to embody a fair and explicit
definition of what is meant by the unim-
proved value of land. I agree with Mr.
Stewart that some compensation should
be added for displacement.

Amendment put and passed.
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Hon. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
ment—

That a wnew partgraph to stend as
pardgraph (e) be ingcrted us follows:—
{e) **In every case there shall be added
1o the total amount of compensation
payuble under the foregoing provisions
« sint equal to 2 per centum thereof, by
way of conpensation for the compulsory
taking of the said land, and by way of
compensation for any loss or ixjury that
nty be suffered in consequence of sueh
taking, whether in respect of the land so0
taken or in anry other respect.'t

This amendment will attain the comple-
tion of my objective to secure a fair and
definite basis so as to secure scttiements
without the necessity for arbitration.

Amendment put and passed,

Houn. H. STEWART: I move an amend.
ment—

That the first provise be struck out.
If the amendment Le agreed to I intend
to move for the insertion of the definition
of the unimproved value of land as ap-
pearing in the New Zealand Act.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If the definition is
to apply to the Bill as a whole, it will be
inserted in the wrong place. If thiat is
the position it should be inserfed in the
definition clanse. If it is intended to apply
only to the clause under discussion, it
should appear at the end in a new sub-
clanse which would indicate that for the
purposes of this eclause the unimproved
value of land means what iy set out in the
New Zealand definition.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I understand that
the Bill has to be recommitted and that
we shall have a elear print of the measure
as amended. If it is found that the
amendment is in its wrong place, we ean
then make the necessary alteratipn.  The
Minister has shown some concern about the
12-mile limit. For my part I think it
shonld apply to estates any portion of
which come within the 12-mile limit.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, Il STEWART: I move an amend-
ment-—

That in liew of the provise struck out
the following be inserted: ‘‘The unim.
proved volue of any land means the sum
which the owners of an estufe or inferests
therein, if free from any wmortgage or
incimbrances, may be expected to realise
if offered for sale on such reasonable
terins and conditions as a bona fide seller
might be expected to impose, and if ao
improvemenats had been made on  the
fand.'’

Amentdment put and passed.-
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Jon. J. NICHOLSOXN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in the first line of the second pro-
tiso affer ‘‘that’’ the words ‘* subject as
otherwise provided in this Agt’? be in-
serted.

Amendnment put and passed.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I move
an amendment——

That the jollowing subelause be added
1o stand us Clause 4: ** Where a claimani
for compensation is a lessee or tenant
under the owner o¢f the land, the com-
pensation  for such {inlerest shall be
assessed at the probable and reasonable
price at which the claimant’s interest in
the land ond improvements might have
been expected to gell at the time when
the fand wos taken under this Aet: Pro-
vided that where the land of the owner
iy cucwembered by a lease, the arbitrator
i determining the amount of campensa-
tow to be paid to the owncr shall lake
iitto consideration the deprecintion (if
any) in the value to the owner of the
land and improvements by reason of the
existence of the leuse,’’

Under the Bill we c¢an take leasehold as
well as freehold land, and in some cases
long teases may have been given, The
leagse may have the effect of depreciating
the value of the land from the ownper’s
gtandpoint and the amendment will give the
arbitrator power to decide not only what
amount the Ileaseholder shall receive but
also the amount that shall be paid to the
fresholder.

Hon., J. NICHOLSON: The amendment
will meet the position. There is one point.
that we must hear in mind and I hope that
the position of the conditional purchase
holder wilt not be in any way prejudiced.
I agree with the Leader of the House in
saying that if an owner has leased his pro-
perty for five or tem vears, that owner’s
mterest in the property is not as great as
it would be were he in actual oceupation
himgelf. Accordingly there should he de-
doeted from the compensation to be paid
something for the tenant for any loss he
may sustain.

Hon, J. A. GREIG: The amendment is
only fair and proper, and T shall support
it.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 8—agreed to.
Clause 9—Notice that land is taken:
Hon, J. NICHOLSON ;
ment—
That after ‘‘taken’’ in the second line
the words *‘or resumed’’ be added.
Amendment put and pasged.

‘Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I had intended
providing for persons receiving notice whose
names did not appear on the repister., A

the clause,

I move an amend-



2024

man may not trouble to register a docu-
ment, bot the owner himself knows who the
party is, and it is right that the owner
should give notice to the Minister or to the
board of the name of any person when that
name does not appear on the register. On
recommittal L shall move an amendment in
that direction.
Clavse, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 10—Qwner may require the whele
to be taken:

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I have an
amendinent on the Notive Paper making this
clause apply specifically to land whether
freehold or held under conditional purchase
lease. A landholder frequently has freehold
land and alse cohditional purchase leases
of lighter land, possibly a few miles away.
The conditional purchase land would be of
no use to him if his homestead was taken
for closer settlement purposes. The Gov-
ermment should take none, or else take the
dot.

Hon. T. Mogre: Read Clause 16.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Probably Clause
16 covers the whole position. However, 1
subnut the amendment for the consideration
of the Committee.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Clause 16 gives
a meaning to ‘‘land,’’ but not to ‘‘hold-
ing.’”” That clause defines ‘‘holding’’ as
meaning both frechold and leasehold -land,
but it might be argued that ‘‘holding’’
was to be given a different meaning from
that placed on ‘‘land.’’ TUnder the Land
Act of 1898 ‘‘holding’’ does not include
freehold land, which dees not come within
that Aet. Mr. Hamersley’s amendment ap-
pearing on the Notice Paper would prob-
ably eover the position, but it reads rather
irregularly with the clause. I therefore
move an amendment—

That in Svbclause (1) after ‘1898,""
in line d, there be inserted *‘or land under
thig Adgt.””

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: I agree with Mr.
Nichglson, whose amendment is essential.
How would the Government deal with a
case where 2 man and his sons each held
land in their own names, working the com-
bined area practically as a company?
Under this clavse the Government eounld
step in and take land from ome of them,
and a grave injustice might result. There
are seores of cases in whieh the land held is
as I have stated.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T see no
objection to Mr. Hamersley’s amendment,
but neither do I see any necessity for it.
““Land’’ means any land except pastoral
leases, Under the Bill the Government
would be forced to take the whole of a hold-
ing and any adjoining holding.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Hamersley’s
amendment has not been moved., Mr.
Nicholson’s amendment is before the Chair.
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Amemlment put and passed.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN: I move a further
amendment—

That in Subcloise (1) after "'ddjoin-
ing holdings,’’ in the last line. there be
inserted ‘‘or lands.’’

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Would
the passing of the amendment mean that
the Government would be compelled to tuke
all the lands of an owner, wherever situ-
ated?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No.
well to redraft the clause,

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amuended, agreed to,

Clause 1l—agreed to.

Ciause 12—Application of Agricultural
Lands Purchase Act:

Hon. H, STEWART: I understand that
Mr. Lovekin will not move the amendment
he has on the Notice Paper. Speaking on
the second reading, I said that this clause,
incorporating in the measure the Agricul-
tural Lands Purchase Act, inveolved the pos-
sibility of grave complications, The clause
shonld be further looked into, with a view
to its modification. The Agricultural Lauds
Purchase Aect, as amended in 1919, constf-
tutes boards and gives them wide powers,
Some amendment on the lines of that which
Mr, Lovckin bas placed on the Notice Paper
should be embodied in the clauge,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If I were to move
the clause standing in my name on the
Notice Paper I would have to make refer-
ence to the speech made by Dr. 8aw on the
second reading, in which he suggested that
T had put Sir Howard D’Egville’s paper
before hon. members and, in doing so, had
misrepresented its contents. At that time
I was prevented by the President from re-
plring to Dr. SBaw. I repret the hon, mem-
ber should have suggested that I had mis-
led the House in that way; because if he
rcally thought that, he should have got one
of his professional colleagues to come along
and certify me as fitter for Claremont than
for the Homse; for, according to him, I
read the paper to the House and immedi-
ately laid it on the Table—where hon
members, Ly perusing it, could have de-
terted my nlleged misrepresentation! I have
ginece had this paper analysed, and I had in-
tended to thoroughly expound it to the Com-
mittee. However, I do not wish to take up
time in that way. Sir Howard D’Egvills re-
fers to this clause as being most unfortu-
nately worded. Members can see the force
of that for themselves by reading the clause.
T move an amendment—

That all werds down to aad including
““and,’’ in line 2 of Sudbclause (1), be
struck out.

If the amendment be passed, I will move

the complementary amendment standing in
my name on the Notice Paper,

It would he
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
are good reasons for the subclause. It will
enable the Government to purchase land
under the Lands Purchase Act and to sell
it under that Aet. If the amendment be
aarried, the Government will be unable to
dispose of such land under the Agrieultural
Lands Purchase Act.

Hou. H. Stewart: Already lands can be
purchased under that Aect.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Of
eourse 50, but under the clause such land
can also be sold under that Aet. The
amendment is not necessary.

Hon. H, STEWART: The Minister's
statement bears cut my contention that,
with a slight amendment of the Agricul-
tural Lands Purchase Aet, the Government
could get all the land they require to re-
sume for ecloser settlement. That would
be an easier and better method than is con-
tained in the Bill to achieve what is re-
quired. In the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act of 1919 the board were given power to
compulsorily acquire any estate the unim-
proved value of which is over £5,000. If
we incorpprate the Bill with the Agrienl-
tural Lands Purchase Act, much confusion
will arise. It would be better if the posi-
tion were limited, as it would be under the
amendment.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The same clause
was in the Bill of Iast session. But there
was also in that Bill another elause that
gave rise to all the eontroversy, and led to
the obtaining of the opinion from Sir
Howard ID'Egville. That elanse purported
to bring under the Bill members of Parlia-
ment who contracted to sell land. The
amendment improves the reading of the
clauge hefore us, yet it does nof take away
any of the rights to acquire land uader the
Apricultural Lands Purchase Act.

Awmendwment pot and negatived.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOX: If we pass the
elause we must have a proviso providing for
the payment of compensation under the Bill,
instead of leaving it for assessment under
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Aet. I
doubt whether we ought to pass the clause
at all. T do not think it wise to include in
the Bill any reference to the Agrieultural
Lands Purchase Aet.

Hon., J. CORXELL: On the Minister’s
own showing there is no necessity to incor.
porate the Bill with the Agricultural Lands
Purchase Aet. If we do this, the board
contemplated in the Bill may operate under
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Aet, while
the Lands Purchase Board may operate
under the Bill. One board could step in
anil exercige the funetions of the other.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
is no question of one hoard exereising the
functions of the other. The function of the
agricultural lands purchase honrd would be
to deal with a property which could mot
rightly be brought under this measure.
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Hon. J, Nicholson: This Bill covers every-
thing.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: It can-
not cover everything. There is no good
gromnd for destroying the effect of the
clause,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: We are giving
the Government power to resume any land
within a certain distance of a railway.
Cnder Clause 12 we are asked to extend the
powers of this measure so that the Gov-
ernment may take land which a board is
capable of taking under the provisions of
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, Thus
we are cxceeding the powers we intended
to give under this measure. I move an
amendment—

That Subeclause I be giruck out.

Hon, J. EWING: Will the Minister ex-
plnin why he requires Subelause 1! Do the
Government desire to resume land under the
Agrieultural Lands Purchase Aet?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
steys be taken to resume a ecertain estate,
the owner may suggest eoming to terms. If
the terms were aceepted the board could
ther act at once as a lands purchase hoard
and come to a deeision. Probably some
amendment might be mnecessary in con-
sequence of the 12-mile limit that has heen
imposed, but beyond that the subclause
should be retained.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I take it the in-
corporation with the Agricultural Lands
Purthase Aet i3 limited to certain purposes.
Sir Howard D’Egville, in the opinion pre-
sented to the House early this session, said—

Prima facie, therefore, save where there
is a manifest discrepancy, every section of
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Aect (in-
cluding Section 6) is to be read into the

Closer Settlement Bill. An analysis, how-

ever, of the sections of the Closer Settle-

ment Bill (especially Sections 12 and 13)

reveals several [ndications that no such

general incorporation could be held to be
the intention of the legislature, and, in
my view, these indieations taken topether
are sufficicnt to restrict the incorporation
of the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act
to those sections dealing with the *‘dis.
posal’’ of the land by the Government and
the powers of the Jand purchase board.
That is exactly what is given under this
clavze. T do not think there is any general
incorporation of this measure with the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Act, any more than
there was in the Bill that preceded it, and
I do not anticipate that any of the dam-
gers alluded to ean arise. We are giving
power only to dispose of land after it is
aequired under the Agricultural Lands Pur-
chase Act, and the board has only the same
power as would be possessed by a board
under the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act.

Hon. .J. J. HOLMES: I am concerned
ahout the two boards operating. I kpow
the jealousy that exists between sueh boards.
For the Peel Estate there was a board at-
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tached to the Lauds Department, but the
development of the estate was purely a mat-
ter for the Department of Agricultme. The
Director of Agricalture, Mr. Sutton, should
have been on the job to sce whether the
land was suitable, but when we held our in-
quiry, he had only casually looked at it.
The dairy expert, Mr. Hampshire, had not
been officially consulted and hiad visited the
estate only for his own information. Here
we are asked to provide for two boards, and
similar confugion will probably arise. The
two boards will be at loggerheads and no-
thing will be done. The Government have
all the power they reguire under the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Aet, and all the
power they are entitled te in order to re-
sume land under this measure. I1f the hoard
have not power to resell the land under this
measure, we ¢an provide for it,

Hon. H, STEWART: Our object is Lo
prevent misunderstanding, Dr. Saw gives
cogent reasons why we shonld so outline the
Bill that it will fulfil the opinion of Sir
Howard D’Egville, ard there will be no
<hance of some other lawyer putting a dif-
ferent c¢onstruction upon it. If the clause
‘were amended as desired by Mr. Lovekin
it would do away with that possibility. It
is not advisable that the whole of the Agri-
cultural Lands D"urchase Act should be ap-
plicable to this Bill with respect to the dis-
posal of land. The position would be made
more ¢lear if the suhclanse started with the
words ‘‘any land.’’ Prior to 1919 land had
to be ‘‘likely to he immediately seleeted tor
agriculural settlement,’” and it had to he
proved that there was not ‘‘sufficient Crown
land in the neighbourhood suitable for
same.’’ But that was amended and the
words ' it 1s Hkely to be immediately selected
for agricultural settloment, ete., '’ were struek
out. The words ‘‘where land is to be sur-
rendered to the hoard under the Agricul-
tural Lands Puorchase Aet,’’ were 8lsv
struck ouf, and ‘‘acquired’’ wag inserted.
Tu the Act dealing with soldier settlement
there appear the words ‘‘notwithstanding
apything conktained in the prineipal Aet to
the contrary the selling price of the land
selected thercunder after the commencement
of this Act, with interest, shall be payable
by half-venrly instalments cxtending over a
period not exeecding 30 years.’' There alse
appear these words ““if selection by a dis-
eharged soldier or dependant, by half-yearly
instahments cxtending over a period not ex-
ceeding 40 years'' The Government might
he placed under a disability if these were
te be the bases of acquiring land, The lana
acquired ander this Bill showld be made
available without the restrictions imposen
under the Agriewltural Lands Purchase Aet.

The COLONTAT, S8ECRETARY: There
is no other political or legal machinery ex-
cept the Agriculturil Lands PPurchase Aer
under which this land can he =old after it
is rosumed and subdivided. TIf there is any
Aefeet in the Aet it ean be amended, T£ it
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is gonod enough to put that Act into opera-
tion in order to sell to selectors large es-
tates that have been repurchased, angd if the
Act operates well now, I do not see why
it should not operate weli when this Bill be-
comes law.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: If there is no
provision in this Bill for the resale of re-
purchased estates I hope it will be made. We
understand that many people are coming
here with money who want to aequire land.
The Government proposs to pay the pre-
sent holders in cash, and to sell laund
to these other people with cash, for cash,
If the Government are bhrought under the
Tands Purchase Act they will have to give
30 years terms in ene case, and 40 years
terms in  onother. Provision must he made
for the sale of the land upon such terms as
will enable the Government to get their
money hack within a few years.

Amendnent put and negatived.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: We must safe-
guard the rights of lands which have been
resumed under this Bill, go far as the
method of acquisition and the payment of
compensation are coucerned.  The powers
given under the Agricultoral Lands Pur-
c¢hase Act must not be read inte this Bill.
If it is intended to resume any lands under
thig Bill, the board must pursue the methods
laid down in it. To that end I suggest the
addition of these words—

Suhject to the provisions of this Act re-
lating to the aequisition aml payment of
compensation for land taken or resumed
under the provisions hereof, such of the
provigions of the Agricultural Lands Pur-
chase Aet, 1909, as are nccessary to en-
able the board to lispose of land pur-
chased under this Act, shall he deemed to
be incorporated herein.

I would also suggest striking ovt the worls
“tthig Act is incorporated with the Agrieul-
tural Lands Purchase Act 1909,

The CHATRMAN: Such an amendment
would be ocut of order, for the Committec
have already decided that these words shall
not be struck out.

Hen, J. XNTCHOLSON: These words
could he placed at the beginning of the
clause.

The CTTATRMAN:  Such an amendment
comld better he ddealt with on reconnmittal,
. Won, J. NICTIOLSOXN : T shall deal with
the matter in that way.

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: Onee more in an
endeavour to facilitate the business of the
Committee, T draw attention to the fact that
the Minister admits it may be nevessary to
re-draft the Biil, Surely we can pass the
elanse and ceme hack to it later!

Clanse pot amd passed.

Clause 13-—TPower to discharge land from
operation of Act:

Hon. H. STEWART: The clause provides
that if it be proved to the satisfaction of
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the hoard that any land declared to be sub-
jeet to the Aet, has Leen so utilised that it
should no longer be subject to the Act the
Governor may, ou tie recommendation of
the board, discharge that land. [ move an
amendment—

That in tine 4 the words ‘‘the Gover
nor may, on the recomnmendalion of the
board,”’ ba struck out.

Am:2ndment put and passed.

Hon. H. STEWART:
ment—

That the words *‘the Minister shall’’
be inscried in Hew.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
Clause 5 we provide that the Governor may
declare land to be subject to the Aet and
it is eyually necessaty to provide that the
Governor shall take action to seenve the dis-
charge of land from the operations of the
meagure,

Hoa, H, STEWART: 1In view of the
Minister’s intimation, 1 ask leave to with-
draw the amendment with a view to moving
a snbsequent one to the effect that ‘“the
Governor shall,”’

I move an amend-

Amenidment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
ment-—

That the words ‘‘the (fovernor shall®’
be inserted.

Hon. J. EWING: 1 think it is unwise to
insert a provision seiting out that the Gov-
ernor shall do something under the Act. |
is not usual to make provigions mandatory
under such cireumstaneces,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Governor really weuans the Government and
the word ‘‘muy’’ is used simply becanse
the Governor is mentioned. The wordl
‘*mayx '’ has the same effect as ‘‘shall.’”

Hon. H. STEWART: 1f it is found im-
practicable, we ean alter the awendment
when the Bill comes beftore us agnin,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I do not know why
we shonld not say that the Governor
ffghall'’ do this. We have already pro-
rided that the Government ghall do certain
things under the Bill

Amendment pnt and passed.

Hon. JJ, NICHOLSOXN : T move an amend-
uient—

That the following subelause, 10 stand
as  Subeclawsr ? be added:—*“When «a
notice iz annnlled, ony  claimant whe
wrould otherwise have been entitled to
enmpensation shall be paid dy the Min-
ister. as the casc may be, compensation
for any actual damage done fo the land,
and suel reasonable coats incurred to the
date of the notice whereby the notice
taking the land was annulled, t6 be agreed
npon, or determined by the Court of Arbi-
tration, or a jndge.’’
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Awmendment put and passed; the elanse,.
us amended, agreed to,

Clavses 14 and 15—agreed to.
Clause 16—Tnterpretation:

Heon. A, BURVILL: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘contract’” in line 3 the
words *Wherein the term fired by such
leuse or other contract hos erpired’’ be
Tnserted,

People may take up land under comditional
purchase provisions and it is not right to
compnlsorily aequire such land from thenr
wntil the expiry of their lease. 17 we did
so, it is probable that hardships would be
expericneed by people with small holdinga.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T tell Mr, Borvill
frankly that I will not sw)port him in his.
proposal. If we ure prepared to take langd
from the man who hos eomplied with alt
conditions, completed his purchase and se-
eured his title, surely it is unreasonable to-
expect that the man who has not complied
with the eonditions shall rereive this pro-
tection. Tf we Jooked inte the position it
wonld be found that the people who have
caused all the tromble arc those who have:
grubbed a lot of conditional purchase land
and have not put it to reasonnble nse. They
have gone out in advance of railways in
anticipation of the construction of those:
railways, The suggestion that speeunlators
shall be exempt while those whn have se-
cured their title shall be penalised, s not
one that T ean endorse,

Hon. J. CORNELL: When a man receives
his freehold he has completed his contraet.
I warn memhers that what is proposed will
be a violation of contracts eutered into,
and we should pause hefore we pass an
amendment that will take away a right
granted vndor an agreement with the Crown,
T refose to he a party to taking away from
an individual the right that an Act of Par-
liament has eonferred upon him, whether
the amount involved be 5s. or £5,000,000.

Haon. 1. A, GREIG: 1 agree with Mr,
Burvill that this is 2 confract betwoen the
conditional purchase landholder and the
Government, and T maintain it is not right
to compel n man to sell his freehold if he
does not want to sell it. We seem to have
got into the way of legislating in the dirce-
tion of doing what is wreng. The unim-
proved lanil that it is proposed to take,
was hought and paid for. T shall not snp-
port the amendment.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Both Mr. Burvill
and ¥r, Cornell have upset one of the
axioms .of Buelid by maintaining that a
part is greater than the whele, Thev main-
tain that a person who has fulfilled only
a part of Lis confract shall he entitled to-
greater consideration than the man who has
completed his eontraet and obtained the
freehold. The argnment will not hold water..
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I cannot see why land cleared in this way
should be held to be mére sacred than land
acquired as freehold, and for which the
purchaser has paid straight out.

Hon, .J, CORNELL: There are numerous
holders of freehold land who bought that
land for speculative purposes.

Hon. V. Hamersley: There is more C.P.
Jand than freehold land held for specula-
tive purposes.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There are many
mere who have bought freehold land amnd
who have never fulfilled any of the original
conditions,

Hon. A. BURVILL: Whoever takes up
land under C.P. conditions has te carry out
certain improvements. At the end of his
tern, when he has paid up, an inspector
declares that he has properly carried out the
conditions and the individual then gets the
title, It is optional with him, however,
having got the title, whether he allows the
langd to go back to its original state or not.
If he does allow it to fall back into a state
of uneglect, the land should be resumed as
being unutilised.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A pur-
chagse may be made of a freehold estate and
ineluded in it there may be an area of GP.
Jand. Unless power is given in the Bill, it
will not be possible to resume the condi-
tional purchase portion. It would be pos-
gible to resume the freehold land, whilst
the other would be left in the hands of the
holder.

Amendment put and negatived.
(lause put and passed.

New clause:

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I move—

That the following new clause be added
to the Bill: ‘‘No property which, in the
opinien of the board, is used principally
for the breeding of stud sheep, catile, or
harses for sale, shall be declared subject
to this det.”’

“There ate many people who are breeding
stud stoek, and that j8 an indostry that is
of the utmost importance. There iz a strong
feeling that all the lands alongside rail-
ways shall be brought under the plough,
aml the board may possibly overlook the
neeessity that exists to constantly bring a
particular strain of blood stoek in from
the ontback areas. My desire is that those
people who are engaged in this industry
shall he permitted to continue their opera-
tions.

¥on. J. A. GREIG: The amendment will
be aceeptable if Mr. Hamersley will snbsti-
tute the word ‘‘essential’’ for ‘‘prineipal.’”

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY : The
whole clause, properly speaking, requires to
be redrafted.

NXew clause put and passed.
New clause:

- chase
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Hon. J. A, GREIG: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clauge 17: ‘" Any persor applying for
{and forming portion of any lend pur-
chased by the Government under thiz Aet
shall, en lodging his application, pay to
the Goverument onc-half of the total pur-
chase money agreed upon.’”’

To-day many people are coming here pre-
pared to buy estates, If they buy from
the Government, they should put down at
least half the purchase money and make
arrangements with a bank for the re-
mainder, Under those conditions the Gov-
ernment would run little risk of losing on
repurchased estates. We have lost heavily
on every estate repurchased in years gone
by, and T Delieve there will have to be

writing down in connection with estates re-

cently repurchased.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I can-
not allow the statement to go forth that the
administration of the Lands Purchaze
Board has been unsueccessful. There is a
profit on the whole administration of the
board from the commencement. It is true
that six or seven estates had to be written
down, aund that the total loss on paper, in
respect of these, amounts to about £30,000.
In some eases, however, a large profit waa
made on resale. Mr. Greig’s amendment is
not practical. Nobedy eould be found to
put down a deposit of half the purchase
price. Moreover, we have already passed a
clause providing for the disposal of these
lands under the Agricultural Lands Pur-
Act. The new clause might be re-
drafted so as to provide that notwithstand-
ing anrthing contained in the Agricultural
Lands Purchase Act the deposit should be
substantially inereased beyond the amount
required by that Act. The Government
intend that these estates shall be financed
practically outside the Agricultural Bank.
The purchasers must be people who can de-
velop the land without having recourse to
the Agricultural Bank. Mr. Greig’s new
clatuse, however, gaes toe far; and I would
ask bhim to postponc it until recommittal.
Meantime I would go into the matter with
the Minister for Lands.

Hon. J. A. GREIG:
draw the new clause.

JTon, H. STEWART: Before the new
clause is withdrawn, T would like to say
that it is all very well to make provision
for people who have wo money, but that I
have been astonished to see how some men
very strong financially got all they could
from the Agricultural Bank to develop their
holdings, meantime using their own funds
for other purposes: or possibly their ob-
ject was to save 1% per cent.

Hon, T, MOORE: I am not in favour of
Jand settlement as we have had it in the
past. In too many cases the Government’s
commitment has heen too heavy. To re-
quire the putting down of a deposit might
not get us where we want to get. What we

I ask leave to with-
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wiant to ensure is that people who have had
propertics given to them shall not after-
wards come on the Agricultural Bank for
funds to work those properties. The Gov-
ernment should make doubly sure that the
men put on these lands, which will be given
to them, do not come to the Agricultural
Bank for working capital, However, we do
not want them to put up large sums of
money for a start.

Hon, H. STEWART: In reply to Mr.
Moore, the man who puts up a substantial
deposit will have created an asset on
which he will be able to borrow working
capital. Thus Mr. Greig’s new clause
wounld serve a double purpose.

Hon, J, EWING: I fail to understand
some of the statements made just now, and
particularly Mr, Moore's statements. Mr.
Greig's sugpgestion that a purchaser should
be asked to put up a deposit of 50 per cent.
is quite impracticable. From the trend of
the remarks made subsequently to Mr.
Greig’s request for leave to withdraw the
new clause, it seems the repurchased estates
are to be sold only to men with money. The
statement that the Agriculural Bank should
not lend money to these men for develop-
ment purposes is quite in opposition to
Western Australia’s policy hitherto. A
good settler should be permitted to go to
the Agrienltural Bank for assistance. The
present Government are carrying out loyally
the land policy of the previons Administra-
tien. Only recently a committee was formed
hy Sir Talbot Hobhs and others for the
purpose of inducing men with money to
come here and develop our lands. If we
can get them to come, it will be quite right
to let them use their own money to de-
velop lands.

The CHATRMAN : T think the hon, mem-
ber is straving heyond the matter of the
new vlause,

Hon, J, BWING: Hon. menibers who
have spoken since Mr. Greig asked leave to
withdraw his clause, have enunciated a
poliex which I hope the Government will not
carry out. Tt was stated that in the event
of 1 man securing some land repurchased
under this measure, that was to he the end
of him as far as the Government were con-
eerned. 1 sav, on the contrary, let the tand
development poliey of the past be eontinued.

Hen. .J. J. HOLMES: The Minister said
some amendment was necessary to ensure 8
sahstantial depesit being paid. The poliey
enunciated by Mr. Ewing has never provided
for men with money. Tast Governments
have not had much time for anyone who
paid his passage out to Western Australia.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
exceeding the scope of the amendment.
Moreover, the mover of the amendment de-
sires that it should be withdrawn,

Hon. J. CORNELL: I object to the with.
drawal of the amendment. Tt provides that
50 per cent. of the upset price shall be paid
as a deposit, T am more than ever con-
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vineed that I did the right thing in oppos-
ing the second reading. Under the pro-
posed amendment only moneyed men need
apply for land taken under the Bill. If
our land settlement had been based on
such a provision we shonld not be nearly
go far ahead as we are,

Hon, A, BURVILL: I object to the with-
drawal of the amendment. These lauds to.
be resumed must be repurchased, and with-
out some such amendment it will be impos-
sible for the Government to repurchase more
than one or two estates.

New elause by leave withdrawn.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 20th November.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[0.55]: I wish to oifer a few observations,
particularly in relation to the mining in-
dustry. Mr. Harris traced the marked de-
eline that has taken place since 1914 in the
returns from that industry. It is deplorable
that an industry that was in one sense the
means of discovering this State and bring-
ing it into prominence iz not producing as
much ag it did in former years. It is an
instance of the effect of the wreng policy
pursued in the past by averlegislating and
so causing a decline in the industry, Over-
legislation in respect of any industry will
operate to the prejudice of that industry.
That principles applies, not only to mining,
but to every other industry or aetivity. The
Bill ean be regarded as something in the
nature of a deathbed repentance. A past
Government deeided that mining companies
should be subject to certain pains and penal-
ties, and that given sums should be re-
garded as profits and rendered subjeet to
taxation. The result has been that Tormer
activities in the development of mining have
ceased, The Government now gee the folly
of cxtreme legislation and, by way of a
deathbed repentance, are trying to revive
the industry by repealing ill-advised sec-
tions of past legislation. The Bill affords
certain relief. To my mind that relief
should be carried even further, and I will
be prepared to support an amendment ex-
tending it. The day has passed when we
should have a Dividend Duties Aet at all
Tt should be repealed in its entirety and
brought within the scope of the Income
Tax Aect.

Hon, E. H, Harris: We shall be lucky if
we have any dividends at all shortly.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: That is so. It is
a very confusing statute and is so inter-
mingled with the Income Tax Aet that one
has to read both statutes together. Tt is
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bad to have statutes that create confusion in
the minds of the publie, but difficulties are
also created. 1f certain vefurns made are
not in aceordance with the Dividend Duties
Act or the Income Tax Act, the party mak-
ing the return may be guilty of an offence
under one or both Acts. A party might
easily make a mistake quite innocently, and
yet be penalised for an offence. The sooner
the Government embody the two statutes in
one Act, the hetter it will be for the com-
munity. I could refer to various sections in
both Acts and show where Improvements
could be made. One wonders whether some
of the provisions in the Dividend Duties
Act would not be better in the Tneome Tax
Act and vice versa. However, T shall not
weary members with a recital of those mat.
ters. Under the Federal law, the whole of
the tax is dealt with under the Income Tax
Act, hut here companies are dealt with
under both Acts, I do not intend to op-
pose the second reading, but T hope the
Minister will convey the sentiments I have
cxpressed to the Government, and let them
know it is wise that enactments that have
got into such a tangled condition should be
straightened out as soon as possible,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

PILL—=NOXIOUS WEEDS,
Assebly's
Message from the Assembly received amd
read notifying that it no longer disagreed

to the amendment inzisted upon by the
Council.

Further Message.

Honse adjourped at 1003 pom,

TLegislative Elssembly,

Thursdoy, 27th November, 1924,

Quentions : Jarnadup-Femberton miluay .
Customs, State Payments ... . 2030

Wiltiam Street repnirs 2030

‘Bills : Norveman-Salmon Gums mllwny 311 i) |

Stamp Act Amendment, 2R., Com.. report ... 2031
Waropona-ELake Clifton Railwn_v, 2R., Com.,
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Forests Act Amendment, 2B,, Com., report ... 2039

Blils of 3ale Act Amendmment i, o042

Mining Development Act Amendment.
Measage, 2R. 2042

Noxlona Weedu. Councll s Eurther 'ange

Main Roads, 2B .

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m, and read pravers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

JARNADUP-PEMBERTOXN
RAILWAY.

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. J, H. Smith)
asked the Minister for Railwavs: 1, Will
he state a definite time for taking over the
railway between Jarnadup and Temberton?
2 Is it a fact that the State Sawmills have
neglected this railway on account of a pro-
posal for its mlnng over by the Working
Railways, and that the road is in o bad state
of maintenance? 3, Is he aware that settlers
and others are huﬁermg great inconvenience
and loss from pilfered and damaged poods
on aceount of wo officer being in charge and
no sheds or other convenienves hwing pro-
vided at Pemberton? 4, Will he bhononr the
promise of the late Government, and also
fulfil the promise to provide an officer and
sheds, thvs satisfving a long-felt want?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, A definite date cannot he fixed
for the taking over of the railway from the
State Sawmills by the Working Railways.
2, 3, and 4, The whole of the matturs re-
ferred to in these guestions are wniler the
consideration of the two departments con-
ceraed, amd an inspection of the Lline hns
heen made, bt the line does net conform
to the required conditions at the present
time.

QUESTION—

QUESTION—CUSTOMS, STATE
PAYMENTS.

Mr, LINDSRAY {for Mr. Thowson; asked
the Premier: [Is it his intention to lay on
the Tabhle of the House a returu showing the
amount of dutv paid under the Customs
tariff by the State to the Tommouwealth
Government during the past five years?

1'he PREMIER replicd: Tnquiry is being
made as to whether this information ran be
compiled. ¥f so, it will be 1aid on the Table,

QUESTION —WILLIAM-STREET
REPAIR®.

My, MANN asked the Mimister for Rail-
waya: 1, How lopg is it intended to leave
William-street in its present unfinished and
dangerous condition? 2, Will lie take the
necessary netion to have the work completed
hefore the Leginning of the hasy teaffic
during the eominrg liolidays?

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS re.
plied: 1, The work of laying the tramway
line is proceeding as fast as is possible, but
it iy expected that six weeks will clapse he-
fore its completion. In the meantime all
possible precautions are being taken to
gnard apainst accident. 2, Answered hy
No. 1,



